
 

help  

us  

make a difference 

apply to be our new 

Associate Vicar 
The Benefice of  Oundle with Ashton, Benefield and Glapthorn 



 

Let us Introduce 
ourselves 

In particular, we are looking for 
someone who will lead our       
outreach among the families,       
children, young people and young 
adults in the benefice.   
 

We are excited by the recent     
appointment of a Youth Minister 
and the role will include oversight 
of her work. 

St Peter’s is a lively, growing 
church at the centre of the      
Northamptonshire market town of 
Oundle.  
 

Our benefice includes two villages 
Benefield and Glapthorn. The    
Vicar is also the Rural Dean.   
 

Our passion is to see people     
encounter God’s love: to Know it, 
Live it and Give it.   We are    
looking for an Associate Vicar  
who will work closely  
with the Vicar     
towards this aim.  

St Peter’s Church Weekend Away,  Hothorpe Hall 2019 



 

We’re at an exciting time in the 
life of the Benefice. St Peter’s has 
changed considerably since I      
became Vicar in 2014. I’ve been 
so excited to see the growth 
among children and families 
that’s taken place since the        
appointment of our previous       
Associate Vicar and I’m looking 
forward to recruiting someone to 
build on this good foundation 
whilst developing new areas of 
outreach in our community. 
 
The role of Associate Vicar here 
has proved to be one that leads to 
significant development in         
leadership and ministry. It was   
certainly the case for me,            
preparing me well for my current 
roles as Vicar and Rural Dean. 
The most recent Associate Vicar 
has just moved on to a post of             
significant parish responsibility in 
Bristol diocese. 

We’re really looking forward to 
welcoming a new Associate 
Vicar to the church family. This 
might be you! We’re praying for 
you as you consider whether God 
is calling you here. 
 

If you want to speak to me further 
about this role don’t hesitate to 
contact me to arrange a time. 
 

Stephen Webster 
Vicar of Oundle, Benefield and Glapthorn 

 

stephen@stpetersoundle.co.uk  
0788 5575 847 

A Personal Note 
from the Vicar 

  



 

�ďŽƵƚ�^ƚ�WĞƚĞƌ͛Ɛ��ŚƵƌĐŚ 

Are we  
the place  
for you? 



 

St Peter’s Oundle,  
Purpose, Vision 

and Values 
We are the parish church for Oundle. We exist to serve and to share 
God’s good news with all who live here.  
 

As a church family, our hope and prayer is that  
all would: 
 

KNOW  God’s love in their hearts through the work of the Holy Spirit 
LIVE   in response to God’s love as disciples of Jesus 
GIVE   God’s love to others through word and action. 
 
We seek to: 
 

Teach   God’s Word faithfully 
Make   disciples of Jesus at every age and stage 
Equip   everyone to be part of God’s mission 
Care   for the lost, the last and the least 
Live   as God’s family, sharing joys and sorrows 
Offer   breadth and authenticity in worship 
 

We are a family of Christians of all ages who love to welcome new     
people. A belief in the limitless grace of God is at the heart of all we seek 
to be as we pray, laugh, worship, eat, learn, cry and grow together.      
The love of God the Father, demonstrated through the life death and              
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the renewing of His people through the 
work of the Holy Spirit is central to all that we want to share with others. 



 

What we can offer 
 

· A church with an established vision, excited for what God has done 
and continues to do in our community. 

 

· Welcoming communities in Oundle, Benefield and Glapthorn        
committed to supporting you. 

 

· A supportive team of church staff and volunteers to belong to. 
 

· A great place to live in a beautiful part of the world. 
 

· A modern four-bedroom detached house in Oundle within easy    
walking or cycling distance of St Peter’s. 

 

Where are we now? 
 

· Three parishes wanting growth and ready for further change in a      
diocese with a clear vision for growth. 

 

· A church in Oundle at the heart of the community. 
 
 

· A beautiful building at St Peter’s, re-ordered in phases over the last 
25 years, with further projects being planned, and frequently used by 
the community. 

 

· Very strong links with our excellent local schools. 
 

· Thriving work amongst 11-18s. 
 

· Excellent relationships with the other churches in Oundle (Baptist, 
Methodist and Roman Catholic). 

 

· Extensive outreach to people of all ages. 
 

· Small groups meeting regularly throughout the week. 
 

· Social events - being together as Church - a regular occurrence.  



 

Where are we going? 
 

At St Peter’s we have articulated goals to be working towards over the next five 
years. Led by the Vicar, these have been discerned collectively by the leadership 
team and the PCC.  We are looking forward to recruiting an Associate Vicar who 
will work closely with the Vicar to shape this next phase in the life of St Peter’s. 
 

Because we love Jesus and want others to know Him,  
we are prayerfully working towards: 

 

Growing deeper 
Every member of the church family will be growing as disciples of Jesus and 
growing in their relationships with each other. We prayerfully look to see 70% of 
our Electoral Roll belonging to small groups within the church. 
 

Praying often 
We will be a church family whose first instinct is to pray because we know we  depend 
on God. A community where prayer meetings matter and prayer happens naturally and 
habitually and all the time.  We prayerfully look to see 50% of our Electoral Roll        
attending termly prayer meetings. 
 

Moving outward 
Every member of the church family will be eager to reach out in love to our community 
and beyond. We will be an active presence beyond our church walls in Oundle. We 
prayerfully look to be a refuge for those in need – going above and beyond in loving 
action. 
 

Getting bigger 
Every member of the church family will be praying for their friends to come to know   
Jesus and will feel equipped to share their faith.  We prayerfully look to see 200 new 
followers of Jesus. 
 

Increasing capacity 
All the activity at St Peter’s will be well-resourced and co-ordinated by a team of paid 
and volunteer workers.  We prayerfully look to increase the capacity of the office team 
and establish a team of Ministry Area Leaders. 
 

Eating together 
Every member of the church family will understand that hospitality and sharing food 
are at the heart of sharing lives and faith.  We prayerfully look to build a new kitchen 
facility within the church building. 



 

 

The Role 
Working closely with the Vicar you will be fully involved in the   
leadership of the Benefice, the evangelism and discipleship of the 
communities, and the implementation of our  vision. This will       
include: 
 

Generally 
 

· Providing strategic leadership for the ongoing growth of the 
three churches; 

 

· Sharing oversight of a busy benefice, including deputising for 
the Vicar in his absence; 

 

· Leading weekly worship in a wide range of settings and styles; 
 

· Being involved in all aspects of ministry within the benefice, 
recognising the significant missional opportunities provided by 
occasional offices. 

 
Specifically  
 

Oversight and Leadership of our ministry and mission among: 
 

·  Children and families; 
·  Young people (through oversight of the Youth Minister); 
·  Young adults. 
 
It is expected that the role will evolve, in discussion with the Vicar,         
according to the gifts of the person appointed.  



 

The Person 
 

Christian faith  

You will be: 
 
· A mature disciple of Jesus Christ, dependent upon the Holy Spirit,   

expecting to see His work in lives today, committed to continually 
growing in your relationship with God through prayer and scripture  

 

· Someone who recognises the importance of rest and prayer and     
quietness – of receiving from God - as the foundation for busy-ness in 
mission and ministry. 

 

· Committed to the authority of God’s word in all matters of belief and 
behaviour. 

 

· Thoroughly committed to an evangelical understanding of mission and 
ministry and also... 

 

· ...comfortable working within parish churches, whose congregations 
encompass the full breadth of Anglican churchmanship. 

 

· Passionate about seeing lives (and our communities) transformed by 
the Holy Spirit as we reach out in action and word with the Good 
News of Jesus  

 

· Convinced of the central role of the local church in achieving God’s 
purposes. 



 

You will be: 
 

· Gifted in teaching and preaching: able to communicate the gospel with authenticity,     
creativity and relevance; 

 

· A compelling teacher rooted in scripture; 
 

· Able to build, lead and work well within teams; 
 

· Able to appreciate and lead a variety of styles of worship; 
 

· Prepared to play a full part in the life of the benefice; 
 

· Energetic and ready for an exciting new challenge; 
 

Someone who nurtures your own ministerial development through on-going personal 
study; 
 

· Able to demonstrate experience in: 
 

   Successfully starting and maintaining new initiatives in a church setting; 
 

   Effective leadership of teams and management of people (paid or unpaid);  
 

   Working sensitively with people at different stages of faith development. 
 
In addition, we would be interested in hearing about any experience you have of: 
 

· Leading both contemporary and traditional styles of worship; 
· Developing vision and implementing strategies; 
· Enabling people to discern God’s calling on their lives, including for licensed ministry; 
· Having a spiritual director, mentor or other means of supporting your spiritual growth. 

 
The person appointed will be: 
 

· Willing to engage with the diocesan continuing ministerial development programme; 
 

· Willing to take part in the diocesan ministry review process (meeting over a three year   
cycle Bishop, a member of his senior staff a member of the diocesan training team); 

 

· Willing to undergo Safeguarding training as required by the Bishop and to follow and    
promote the Diocesan Safeguarding policy.  

The Person 
 

Skills, abilities and experience 



 

The Team 
Vicar:  Rev Canon Stephen Webster  (also Rural Dean ) 
 

Associate Vicar:  Vacant 
 

Curate:  Rev Mark Donnelly  
 

Youth Minister:  Martha Barnes (F/T) 
 

Parish Administrator:  Justine Turton (F/T) 
 

Facilities Co-ordinator:  Grant Smith (P/T) 
 

Reader Ministers:  Peter Taylor, Alan McMurdo and  Charles Wide 
 

Lay Pastoral Minister:  Erica Grubb, Cynthia Dimmock 
 

Lay Ministers in training:  Louise Foote, Caroline Hawkins and Sue Donnelly 
 

Churchwardens:  Emily Taylor and Steve Cunningham  
 (St Peter’s Oundle) 
 

  Charles Wide and Brigitte Hilton  
 (St Leonard’s Glapthorn) 
 

  Jane Berridge  
 (St Mary’s Benefield) 
 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: Tracey Cunningham 
 
 

In addition, at St Peter’s, we have a wide range of people who take  significant           
responsibility for different areas of ministry, including retired clergy who support us.   
 
 

These include: 
Finance  (including our Treasurer, Finance Administrator, Giving Officer and  Legacy Officer) 
Buildings (including those responsible for the Quinquennial and larger projects) 
Pastoral Care 
 
 

As a team we are committed to nurturing one another. We have a pattern of  regular 
prayer and, in addition to staff meetings, there are termly socials and team-building 
‘away days’. Clergy also make a   priority of attending an annual  conference or retreat 
together. 
 

In addition, the Oundle Deanery forms a supportive group, meeting each week for a 
short Communion Service and monthly for training and development. The stipendiary 
clergy meet each term over lunch for  support and prayer. 



 

Our Service pattern 
St Peter’s Oundle 
08:00 Holy Communion (BCP)   USA 15 
09:45 Morning Worship   USA 105 adults 45 children 
11:15 Holy Communion    USA 65 
18:00 Youth Worship (monthly)   USA 25 
18:00 Choral Evensong (BCP monthly) USA 45 
 

Our 9:45 services have Junior Church groups most weeks (five groups for children aged 2-
14yrs).  Roughly once a month we have the 9:45 All In, an all-age service with special input 
from children at Oundle C E Primary School.                  
 

During the week there is worship everyday in Church. On Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
there is a Communion Service. On Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturdays we meet to 
pray together. 
 

St Leonard’s Glapthorn 
 

We have an USA of 22 and our current pattern of Sunday worship is: 
 

1st Sunday Matins (BCP) 
2nd Sunday Holy Communion  
3rd Sunday Morning Worship 
4th Sunday Informal Communion  
5th Sunday Pilgrim Course (a short service of Morning Prayer followed by informal       

discussion and Bible study) 
 

On several Sundays through the year we hold special all-age services when children from 
Glapthorn CE Primary School often take part.  
 

St Mary’s Benefield 
 

We have an USA of 13 and our current pattern of Sunday worship is: 
 

1st Sunday Holy Communion  
2nd Sunday Matins (BCP) 
3rd Sunday Holy Communion  
4th Sunday Morning Worship 
 
On several Sundays through the year we hold special     
all-age services, when children from local schools take 
part. In all three churches, special services at key points in 
the Christian year attract high numbers of people from the 
town and village communities. 



 

The other    
churches in our 
benefice 
St Leonard’s Glapthorn 
 

A village of 265 people situated two miles from Oundle, Glapthorn has its 
own church school, with whom we have close links. St Leonard’s has a 
USA of 22 and a pattern of worship including services targeted at        
children and families. Recent additions of a kitchen and accessible toilet 
have made the church space more flexible with new possibilities for     
outreach. The recent process of Growth Action Planning has helped the 
PCC ask challenging questions about what will bring growth in number 
and in faith. 
  

(www.glapthorn church.org.uk)  
 
St Mary’s Benefield 
 

Benefield has a population of 350. St Mary’s has a USA of 13 but          
attracts 50-60 at all the major festivals. There is an increasing ministry 
among children and families in the village who are attracted to worship 
outside Sunday mornings. A growing openness to adapting services to 
make them more accessible for those less familiar with church is          
becoming evident on the PCC.  



 

Life at St Peter’s Oundle 

The church family 
We have been encouraged in recent years at 
St Peter’s by the contribution of new families 
joining. At the same time, we are conscious 
of increasing numbers of our long-standing 
church members becoming frail and unable 
to worship regularly with us. This  changing  
demographic has  resulted in overall, gentle 
rather than dramatic growth.  

St Peter’s has a large ‘fringe’ comprising people relatively warm towards church.  We 
are always looking for ways to encourage their growth in faith and prayerfully look for 
opportunities to help them become disciples.  Messy Church has been successful in 
giving us increased contact with some of this demographic. We are aware that     
people in their 20s and early 30s are under-represented in our congregations.  
Through the appointment of our Youth Minister, herself in her mid-20s, we are  slowly 
starting to attract more people from this age group. 
 

A changing town 
Over the last past ten years, there has been an increase in the amount of social      
housing in Oundle (population 7000). Around 15% of Oundle CE Primary School  
children qualify for ‘Pupil Premium’. In 2017 the Oundle Foodbank was launched as 
an ecumenical initiative, and is resourced by volunteers from the churches in the 
town. On a regular basis clergy from St Peter’s come into contact with people         
requesting Foodbank vouchers. We want to be a church that reaches out to all the 
people of our town in action and word. Our hope is that the new Associate Vicar will 
help us develop a  successful approach to reaching those in most need.          
 

Oundle is a town with lots going on for all ages. U3A, regular concerts, recitals,       
festivals and community initiatives mean that rarely a week goes by without there    
being something for people to attend. Many of these events and activities are held in 
the church building which is widely viewed as a comfortable place to be.     

Oundle’s only Anglican church, St Peter’s is an outward-looking congregation, 
comprised predominately of people living in the town.  We seek to grow the 
church primarily through people within Oundle coming to faith.  



 

Life at St Peter’s Oundle 

Worship at St Peter’s 
The services at St Peter’s range from quiet BCP to 
lively all-age worship. At the   latter, it is not unusual 
for there to be 50-60 delightfully energetic under-16s 
present. Our 09.45 Sunday service has proved to be 
an attractive place for children and families. Making 
the most of the excellent audio-visual facilities, the 
sung worship is led by a band of musicians and         
singers of all ages. On most Sundays during term 

The 11:15 services follow a Common Worship pattern with seasonal liturgy and usually 
the same sermon as at the 09:45. At key points in the church year, we join with one   
another for “Together@10:30” services.  
 

We are currently reviewing Youth Worship and are likely to be changing this monthly 
service so that it has a broader appeal, but will still be informal and contemporary in 
style. Our Youth Minister is taking a lead on this, but longer term we would anticipate 
that the Associate Vicar might be involved with the development of this service. 

Ministry amongst children and families 
The ministry team works extensively in the three local primary schools in the benefice, 
taking RE lessons, Collective Worship, serving as Governors and supporting the staff.  
Children from these schools regularly take part in services at the churches across the 
benefice.  Our aim is that every child and young person connected with St Peter’s will 
grow to have a faith in Jesus that will last them a  lifetime. 

we have Junior Church groups for our 2-14 year olds (five groups in total) and a space 
set out within the nave for families with babies under two years.   

 books).  We are unashamed to tell Bible stories, pray and 
sing worship songs. For many who come, it is their only 
church connection. As we build meaningful relationships 
with these families, we are encouraged to see them grow 
in faith, request baptism for their children and begin to take 
further part in church life. We would be looking to the new 
Associate Vicar to continue to develop this flourishing     
service alongside the team of church members who run it.   

Tiny Tots is our toddler group which has been running for 50+ years and is now based 
at Oundle CE Primary School. We have a congregation of 60+ (with over 200 on the  



 

Life at St Peter’s Oundle 

‘Rooted’     youth group 

Since 2015 Messy Church has been running 
as a activity at St Peter’s with the congregation 
size ranging from 25-100+. Whilst between  
Associate Vicars we have reduced the         
frequency of Messy Church events. The       
intention is to revisit this on the arrival of the 
new Associate Vicar. 

Together with Oundle Baptist Church, we run Chattabox every summer. This is a     
children’s Holiday Club for up to 130 primary age children. Supported by adults, 
much of the week is led by teenagers from our churches who are taking part in      
Chattabox+ (see below).  

In conjunction with the Souster team, our Youth Minister runs a CU, lunch clubs,       
wellbeing courses, RE lessons and assemblies at the local secondary school. The links 
between the church and the school are now growing and we are beginning to see the 
fruit of this. 

Rooted are our weekly discipleship groups for 11-14s and 14-18s respectively. West 
Porch Café, attended by more than 40 young people (many unchurched), is our weekly 
drop-in at the church building for 11-18s. 

Ministry amongst young people 
This ministry thrives under our new Youth       
Minister. We work closely with Souster Youth 
(www.sousteryouth.org) a local Christian charity 
serving young people in the area. With the     
support of Souster and a team of church          
volunteers, our Youth Minister runs a range of  
activities  for  young  people.  The  Way  and  

In the summer, almost all the young people connected 
with St Peter’s and Oundle Baptist Church (around 60) 
take part in Chattabox+. They camp together for the 
week, helping in the mornings with Chattabox before 
engaging in their own programme of activities, teaching 
and worship.  We have a history of attending Soul    
Survivor, and in 2020 a group will attend the Limitless 
Festival in  Staffordshire.    

St Peter’s works with the town’s other churches through the Oundle Churches’ Youth      
Association to run Chattabox, Chattabox+ and the summer festival trips. 



 

Life at St Peter’s 
Oundle 
Ministry amongst older people 
SAGE (Senior Adults Growing and Exploring) is another established and valued aspect of 
our  ministry.  We run a fortnightly Tuesday Club, a monthly Munch Club, regular           
Explorations Outings, an   annual  Holiday at Home Extravaganza as well as frequent            

Other areas of ministry 
Small Groups are a vital part of church life and form important places of  community 
and discipleship. Groups meet in both the daytime and the evening, some weekly,     
others fortnightly.  We are keen to grow the number involved in Small Groups so that  
they become places where we: eat together regularly, care for one another practically, 
pray together, explore the bible together and help one another: 

 

 be with Jesus 

 

 become like Jesus 

 

 and do what Jesus did 

A Church Weekend Away every 2-3 years also helps us connect with each other and 
deepen friendships. In addition, there are regular other social activities. We have a    
pattern of termly prayer meetings, join in with national initiatives such as Thy Kingdom 
Come and want to develop further as a more prayerful church.  

enquirers’ course. Many of our older members 
first have  contact with St Peter’s through our    
bereavement ministry, which is also an important 
part of our work. 

Occasional offices are significant in the life of the 
church (annually about 10 weddings, 20  baptisms 
and 40 funerals). We see these events as prime       
opportunities to share God’s love and Good News.  
 

We are linked with various mission partners – local, 
national and international. 12.5% of our pledged      
giving goes to mission partners. 



 

Life at St Peter’s Oundle 

The church building 
St Peter ’s was extensively             
reordered 25 years ago  creating a 
warm, welcoming, light and flexible 
worship space.  In 2012 we added a 
new accessible main entrance and 
in 2013 reordered the   Lady Chapel 
to provide a space for worship, 
meetings and Junior Church.  

In 2016 the work on the West End 
was completed giving us excellent 
toilet facilities, another room for 
our Junior Church and a balcony 
which is used from time to time for 
groups and activities.  In 2019 the 
room above the South Porch was 
converted into a small meeting 
space for study and prayer. There 
are    extensive plans underway to 
create a new kitchen which will 
transform the way we can offer 
hospitality.  The parish office is located within 

the church building and clergy 
tend to work from here.  We love 
being one of the hubs around 
which the local community gather 
and our building is often hired by 
groups for concerts, talks and     
social events. We have no church 
hall, so many church activities 
take place within this beautiful 
building. 



 

Oundle Town 

St Peter’s Church Contact Details 
 

Parish Office: St Peter’s Church, North Street, Oundle, PE8 4AL 

Tel: 01832 275675    Website: www.oundlestpeters.org.uk    

Find us and like us on Facebook 

 

Vicar: Rev Canon Stephen Webster, The Vicarage,  

2 Heron’s Wood Close OUNDLE Northants PE8 4HW 

E: stephen@stpetersoundle.co.uk  Tel : 0788 5575 847 


